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glance at Europe from the surf at Rio. But so many visitors
confine themselves to telling us about the view they saw, the
view we know so well, the incomparable view of sunlit
beaches creaming in the lee of mad, misshapen mountains,
when we should so much prefer to hear about the views they
heard, the views of South Americans surveying Europe in
perspective.
Distance, as has been said, assists a just perspective.
But one sometimes feels on opening the morning paper in
Rio or Buenos Aires that there are other aids which might
have been supplied without disadvantage,   There is no
lack in either city of balanced and informing comment,   At
least two great daily journals in the Argentine and more than
one in Brazil supply their readers every day with comments
on the world's affairs quite equal to the highest quality pre-
vailing in Times Square, New York.   But the news on which
they comment presents, to British eyes, one singular defect.
For, when it relates to Britain, the news rarely comes from
British sources.   It is surely no disrespect to other purveyors
of the world's intelligence to suggest that they are naturally
at their best when handling news relating to their own
countries, but that their survey of the British scene can never
hope to be more than a well-meant approximation (I recall
the flaring narratives of Invergordon printed in Argentina in
1931).   For that reason it is much to be desired that British
news for South America should be supplied, so far as possible,
from British sources in order that the judicious commentators
of Buenos Aires and Rio may have the very best material to
work upon.
Not that there is any shortage of material from other
quarters, No country with a substantial German element
among its population need complain of any lack of pro-
paganda ; and, remembering the dimensions of its German
elements, I was prepared to find a discreet blaze of swastikas
in Brazil That was the first surprise, For there was nothing
of the kind. Some efforts had, it seems, been made in that
direction, But, in spite of a compact and well-established